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Tennyson has been dramatic in any memorable
way, excepting in the case of ' The Northern
Farmer.' Gawain is a spirited sketch ; Limours
is a delicate one ; Sir Kaye the seneschal though
slight and coarse, is a distinct one ; and there
are many more of the same degree of merit.
But it is not here that we must look for Mr.
Tennyson's true powers. "We must look for
them, as we have said already, in his revelations
of man and woman, not in his creations of sepa-
rate men and women.

It seems to be accepted as very nearly an
axiom, that creative art, such as that of the
Homeric poems or of Shakespeare, is, of all forms
of art, the highest. We are not concerned to
dispute or deny this. We may concede that Mr.
Tennyson's art is but art of the second order ;
but it has certain qualities of its own that belong
to no other kind. It may not do all that creative
art can do, but it does certain things that creative
,art can not do ; and it is suited in a special
manner to the age that Mr. Tennyson has been
born in. It is on this point that we now desire
.to dwell.

Mr. Tennyson's age is in many ways peculiar.
'We have contrasted his art already with that of
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